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AMERICAN ART NEWS. 



OUR SCRAP BOOK. 

Sentiment in Face Painting. 

It is related that before Leonardo da 
Vinci began his great fresco in Milan, of 
"The Last Supper," he sat for days in the 
Refectory without moving his hands, lost 
in deep reflection, awaiting the moment 
when the countenance of Christ should 
be revealed to him in the manner in which 
he desired to see it in his mind. It was 
of no avail that the Prior of the Monas- 
tery complained to the Duke. 

In these days of reahsm such extracts 
have a charm for the general reader, but 
as the picture was a fresco, of which sec- 
tions were painted completely on such a 
fresh surface of plaster as was needed for 
each morning's work, and from a' careful 
drawing, necessarily made in advance, 
Leonardo must have repeatedly sought in 
this drawing for the desired spirituality 
of countenance. Many laljer masters, 
however, were not so particular and in 
Italy, where great beauty of expression 
prevails among women and children of 
even the lowest class, they were content 
to paint the first convenient model, the 
expression being a mere accident. It is the 
facile technique that gives merit to the 
result, and pictures from the painter's 
standpoint, while the public is extolling 
the artist's soul in altruistic language. 
He may at times be blessed .with this 
conscious quality, nevertheless. Fra 
Angelico is an example. His faces man- 
ifest exalted religious feeling, although 
most modern art students would sneer 
at his drawing and high finish. 

An English artist was once commis- 
sioned to paint a nobleman's portrait and 
went to his estate for the purpose. There 
were many guests and he spent several 
"days in seemingly idle pleasure, until he 
saw the expression he needed and dis- 
pelled his host's impatience by starting 
work at once. 

L'Ancien. 



CHICAGO. 



The Art Institute's twenty-third an- 
nual exhibition of oils and sculpture 
opened on Tuesday last. An imposing 
.collection of large canvases, portraiture 
and landscape, fills the galleries of the 
east wing. Many of the canvases were 
.in the last Paris Salon. While Ameri- 
can portraiture is well represented, 
works by Tarbell, Vonnoh, Wiles and 
several others are missed. 

The exhibition is strong in land- 
scapes and the leaders of this school are 
well represented, notably Edward Red- 
field, Elmer Schofield, Willard Metcalf, 
Bruce Crane, Emil Carlsen, Alexander 
Harrison, Gardner Symons, Albert 
ProH, Chas. H. Davis, Ben Foster, 
Winslow Homer, Horatio Walker and 
others. 

, The portraits and figure pieces are to 
the fore with examples by John Sar- 
gent, Louis Betts, Cecilia Beaux, Gari 
.Melchers, Sargent Kendall, Mary Cas- 
satt, Joseph de Camp, Frank Benson, 
Walter McEvvei^ and others'. Henry S. 
Hubbell is represente'd by nine por- 
traits and two studies. His "The De- 
parture" dominaites one of the walls. 
It is a life-size of a woman in cloak 
and veiled, hat.- Gari Melchers shows 
a ."Madonna," Louis Betts is repre- 
sented by "Apple Blossoms," Lawton 
Parker by a portrait of Mrs. N. W. 
Harris, John Alexander by "Sunlight," 
and Thomas Dewing contributes "A 
t Lady in Brown." 

The Potter Palmer gold medal with 
, $1000 was given to W. Sargeant Ken- 
dall for his portrait group of a mother 
with two daughters, entitled "Alison." 
The N. W. Harris silver medal, with 
.$500, went to Willard Metcalf for his 
well known winter . landscape, "Ice- 
bound." 



Henry S. Hubbell captured the N. W. 
Harris bronze medal with $300 for his 
figure work, "The Departure." William 
C. Wendt, of Los Angeles, an Honorable 
Mention and $100 for a landscape, 
"Silence of the Night," and Frederick 
Bartlett, the Martin B. Cahn prize of 
$100, Hmited to Chicago artists. The 
jury warmly commended a bronze bust 
of Vierack, the entomologist, by Charles 
Grafly. 

The Convention of the National 
League of Handicraft Societies will 
assemble Monday next in Room 601 of 
the Fine Arts Building, Chicago, and 
will continue in session three days. 



MINNEAPOLIS. 

The Society of Fine Arts has planned 
to have eight exhibitions during this 
season, the first of which was held in the 
latter part of September, at which were 
displayed the historical collection of 
water colors by American artists, whch 
was collected by Mr. Gustav H. Buek, 
of Brooklyn, N. Y. 

. There are 181 examples represented 
in this collection, by such artists as Ed- 
win A. Abbey, John La Farge, A. T. 
Keller, Whistler, Homer Martin, George 
Hitchcock, Emil Calsen, Childe Hassam, 
and Clara McChesney. For the present 
month the society will offer an exhibi- 
tion of marine and landscape paintings 
by Phillip Little. In November, there 
will be on view etchings by Cadwallader 
Washburn, in conjunction with mono- 
types by Harry Rubins and Carl Kapp- 
stein. 

The Minneapolis exhibition will be 
held in December, and, in January will 
be shown a collection of paintings and 
drawings of Egyptian scenes by Jules 
Guerin ; in February, works of represen- 
tative American illustrators in oil,, water 
color and black and vsfhite; in March, ti^e 
Minneapolis Artists' league exhibit,, and; 
in April, the close of the season, an ex- 
hibition of portraits by Henry Salem 
Hubbell, and landscapes by Birge 
Harrison. 



STOCKBRIDGE ART EXHIBIT. 

Under the direction of Augustus 
Lukeman, a successful exhibition of 
American pictures and sculptures, was 
held at the Casino at Stockbriage, Mass., 
the past summer. The artists represented 
by oils were Thomas Shields Clarke, 
Francis Day, Ellen Sturgis Dixey, Ellen 
and Lydia Field Emmet, Ethel F. Fol- 
som, Mary Foote, Ben. Foster, Charles 
Allen Hulbert, Katherine A. Hulbert, H. 
Bolton Jones, Helene M. Kobbe, Kathleen 
McEnery, Walter Nettleton^ and Clark 
G. Voorhees. There were water colors, 
drawings and reproductions by Francis 
Day, Ellen Sturgis Dixey, George Win- 
throp Folsom, Cecile Bristed Griffith, 
Herman Kobbe, Marie O. Kobbe, Louis 
Metcalfe, Edward L. Morse, and Pauline 
von Bernuth, and Thomas Shields Clarke, 
Daniel C. French, Augustus Lukeman 
and Roland Hinton Perry contributed 
sculptures. 

THE LATHROP COLLECTION. 

The Anderson Auction Company will 
sell during the winter, at their galleries, 
12 East 46 St., the collection of paintings 
and original drawings owned by jthe 
late Francis Lathrop, the artist. There 
are 125 pictures, including examples of 
the Barbizon school and works by Amer- 
ican artists. Among the Barbizons are 
examples of Diaz, including- "The 
Quarry," a "Forest of Fontainebleu," and 
landscapes by Corot, Dupre, and 
Rousseau. 



The annual exhibition of the N. Y. 
Watercolor Club will open to the pub- 
lic in the Fine Arts Galleries on Satur- 
day next. 



ROMANCE OF AUCTIONS. 

"Of course, I have met with a good 
many interesting experiences during 
my career as an auctioneer," relates 
Henry Stevens in the "Strand," "but 
the most striking of them all occurred, 
I think, in connection with a great 
auk's egg. 

"Some years ago a young fellow rode 
over to an obscure furniture sale at the 
country village in the hope of securing 
a bargain to help in furnishing a home 
in view of his intended marriage. And 
a bargain he did get, though not of the 
kind he originally thought of. 

"One of the lots put up for sale was 
a basket full of shells, egg§,,and other 
oddments- whi^h had attracted the at- 
tention of an old lady who happened 
to be present. Just as they were on the 
point of being knocked down to her 
the young man was struck with the 
appearance of two large eggs in the 
basket, and thinking he might as well 
have them as curiosities he started to 
bid, with the result that the lot was 
knocked down to him for $9. 

"Upon examining the eggs it oc- 
curred to him that he might be able 
to make a slight profit on their sale. 
He accordingly wrapped them up in 
his handkerchief and brought them; to 
me. 

"As soon as I had washed off the 
grime which covered them, I discovered 
that they were eggs of no less a bird 
than the great auk, and as the result of 
their sale a few weeks later I handed 
the astute young 'bargain hunter a 
check for $2,0G0, which was sufficient 
to set him up in business. 

"At another sale which I conducted 

there was ah old picture ' so covered 

with dirt and grime that it was almost 

impossible to see what it was like, This 

was hung upon the vvall in a prominent 

"position,' but did"titff "apparently 'find 

-favor in the eyes of any of the dealers 

who -we're -present. No reserve price 

, was placed upon this picture, which had 

j been put into the sale by a local pawn- 

I broker, to whom it had been pledged 

and not redeemed. 

"In spite of every effort on the part 
of the auctioneer it w:as eventually 
knocked down to a young man who 
had looked into the sale quite casually 
in order to waste half an hour during 
which he had to wait for a train. Tak- 
ing a g;reat fancy to the frame, which 
was of oak, blackened with age, he haz- 
arded a bid of $5, at which price it was 
knocked down to him without any com- 
petition. 

"As he did not want the picture he 
asked the auctioneer whether he would 
mind trying to get a bid for it if he cut 
it out of the frame ; and being answered 
in the affirmative, he took out his knife 
and neatly cut through the canvas all 
round the edge. 

"Imagine the astonishment of him- 
self and all present when hidden behind 
the canvas'he discovered five bills for 
$100 each. Evidently the picture had 
been, iised to- conceal the savings ^ of 
some previous owner who had died 
without disclosing the secret and whose 
hard won fortune thus came into the 
hands of a total stranger. 

"I should quote as very interesting a 
sale at Rutland Gate, where there were 
only the remains of the furniture, a 
firm having been allowed to take what 
they chose to their rooms. It was ac- 
cordingly after the nature of a rummage 
sale, but in one cupboard, which had 
been overlooked, were what the junior 
clerk described as three silver cups. 
The auctioneer was sitting in his office 
when a gentleman drove up in a han- 
som cab, anxious to speak about these 
cups, for which he offered no less than 
$1,500, 



"The auctioneer was so much sur- 
prised that he thought .his visitor must 
have some reason for this high bid, and 
he wisely determined not to take the 
first offer he received. 'Oh, I don't 
think they will take that," he said, and 
with this the gentleman had to be con- 
tent. An expert was called on to exam- 
ine the so-called cups, and he dis- 
covered them to be in reality sixteenth 
century chalices, for which he himself 
made an offer of $2,100. The three 
cups were subsequently sold for $5,750, 
but it was only by the slightest chance 
that they had not gone for a mere song. 

EUROPEAN SALES. 

- Dr. Jacob Hirsch,,- the distinguished ex- 
pert of Munich, anhoUncefthe sale, under 
his direction, of coins, medallions and 
plaques forming the collection of Herr 
H. G. Gutekunst of Stuttgart. The col- 
lection includes 512 pieces, many of them 
rare, and will be sold Nov. 7 and 8. The 
catalogue may be seen at American Art 
News office. 



On Nov. 9, there will be sold in Mun- 
ich, under the direction of Dr. Jacob 
Hirsch, the collection of Roman coins and 
medallions belonging to Jean P. Lambros, 
of Athens. The collection contains 2053 
numbers, many of them rare and of in- 
terest to American numismatists. The 
catalogue can be inspected at the 
American Art News office. 



OBITUARY. 
Larkin G. Meade. 

News comes from Florence, Italy, of 
the death of the American sculptor, 
Larkin Goldsmith Meade. He was 
born in Chesterfield, N. H., Jan. 3, 1835. 
At one time he was attached to the 
United States Consulate at Venice, 
where his brother-in-lavy;, William 
Dean Howells, the novelist, -Was; Con- 
sul.' He'madehrs'Some'itf Floi-eftc.e; ' 

Among his -works are the National 
Lincoln Monument at Springfield, 111.; 
the Soldiers' Monument at St. Johns- 
bury, Vt; statues of Ethan Allen in 
the National Art Gallery, Washington, 
and in the State Capitol at Montpelier, 
Vt. ; a colossal statue of the Mississippi 
River, a huge marble group repiresent- 
ing Columbus appealing to Queen Isa- 
bella, and numerous ideal works. 



ART GRAFTER CONVICTED. 

Joseph M. Huston, architect of the 
State Capitol at Harrisburg, Pa., was 
convicted Wednesday last and sen- 
tenced to pay a fine of $5oo,an'd to serve 
an indeterminate sentence of from six 
months to two years in the peniten- 
tiary. 

Huston was convicted last spring of 
conspiracy to cheat and defraud the 
State by certifying to fraudulent bills 
rendered for furniture for the capitol. 
He was the last of those tried for the 
same offence, and his chief associate. 
Col. Sanderson, died last year. 



The portrait group pf ,;the Marquise 
de Gayo del Rey khd Her^ soils, "repraifuced 
in this issue, was painted by the eminent 
Spanish artist, Jose Moreno Carbonero, 
and is an excellent example of his por- 
trait work. Carbonero is best known out- 
side of Spain by his series of paintings 
illustrating the life and adventures of 
Don Quixote. He completed last year, 
and exhibited at the recent International 
Exposition in Buenos Ayres, a remark- 
able historical composition for the recep- 
tion hall of the Hotel de Ville in. Buenos 
Ayres, illustrating the founding of that 
city by Don Juan de Garaz in 1580. 

Carbonero's work is notable for fine 
composition, boldness of execution and 
rich and glowing color; he is especially 
happy in his portrait work in the render- 
ing of expression. 



